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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It is with great pleasure I present to you the President’s report for the 2022/23 season.  
 
October Rain 
 
With two years of COVID restrictions and hurdles we overcame, we could have been forgiven for thinking 
that we deserved a cricket season that felt normal, mother nature had other ideas. With most of Melbourne 
underwater and some grounds not being able to get up from footy season we knew we would have to be 
patient and be ready for what would come our way. With images of the Maribyrnong completely flooded it 
was strange to see our grounds with sprinklers on. Our cover management meant we were able to make use 
of the centre wicket and prepare for the season.  
 
With two-day games reverting to one-day games to ensure we paly everyone, I was proud of our resilience 
to get on with the job. Great credit to the VSDCA to ensuring that all bar one fixture was completed for the 
whole season. A remarkable effort.  
 
3rd in the Club Championship 
 
The VSDCA hold the Club Championship award as the best way to gauge a club’s health. On the back of a 5th 
placed finish in 2021/22, the club backed up this performance to finish 3rd overall. A proud achievement to 
improve on the year before especially when our 1st and 2nd XI’s are playing in the toughest side of the draw.  
 
Our 1st and 2nd XI’s again made Semi-Finals and were unable to overcome tough competition. Whilst the 
better teams won on the day, there was definitely a sense that again, for the second year in a row, we let 
ourselves down at the second last hurdle.  
 
The 4ths also made finals, year one from the promotion to Division 1. The quality of cricket from Division 1 
to 2 was there for all to see and a great effort to make the finals with a game to spare. Beaten heavily by the 
eventual premiers who were far to good on the weekend.  
 
Our 3rds and 5ths missed finals narrowly, a showing of the health of the club that no side was a burden to 
the group and all were playing quality cricket to the very end. 
 
Turf Nets 
 
A truly satisfying moment when we were able to open the turf nets for official training. What at times 
seemed like a distant dream was turned reality, as we, as a club raised $50,000 to green light the project and 
turn the first sod.  
 
Many thanks to Bendigo Bank Keilor East, Cricket Victoria, Tony Isaacs, Phil Conlan, Terry Davis, John Jordan 
and Tim Seccul for their generous donations to make the project come to life.  
 
From here, Chris Spinella was the committee representative tasked with liaising with the College as our 
project manager. His know how, connections and organisation led to works being completed during the 
October rain when many of the State’s projects were not running.  
 
It was fitting that College Principal Michael Davies delivered a beauty of a left arm spinning delivery which 
Chris gently pushed through cover! A momentous occasion. From here, our green thumbs led by Dan 
O’Connell and Aaron Smillie got to work in scarifying, mowing, watering and rolling to allow us to have 6 
sessions in the back end of the season. Thanks to Jordan Mills, Blake Manassa and Thomas Winchester for 
their work along with all the weekday rollers.  
 
We look forward to working with the College to have them ready for the start of the season and having full 
use across the season.  



 
King Nish 
 
New recruit Nishal Perera wasted no time in announcing himself as top dog. Nish was named our Beau 
Redmond medallist as Club Champion as well as being named in the VSDCA Team of the Year. A wonderful 
achievement having amassed 324 runs @30 along with 39 wickets @13. This included 1 century and best 
figures of 6/41. Congratulations Nishal.  
 
Daniel O’Connell is Best Club Person 
 
Keeping it in the family, Daniel O’Connell was named best club person a year after brother Pat. Daniel was 
instrumental in many of the behind the scenes happenings at the club. His Player Auction was a huge success 
and brought about great competition and interest throughout the season. His tireless work organising our 
uniform ordering and distribution is an arduous task but one that is important to the players and then 
coordinating our Frog Box live streaming. A fantastic season by Doc and won that was rewarded with the 
ultimate club acknowledgement.  
 
Juniors 
 
Thank you to Anthony Jordan for his work coordinating our junior program. The most important arm of our 
club and it is great to see our junior program very healthy. With creating a stronger connection to the footy 
club, we are hoping to welcome many new families this next season.  
 
Thanks also to Meagan Bourke and Emma Antonius for assisting Anthony as members of the junior committee. 
Also, thanks to the many parents who coached and assisted teams this season.  
 
Phil Conlan Life membership 
 
It was a great moment to welcome Phil Conlan as the 25th Life Member of our club. Personally, Phil has been 
a great mentor to me and this was just rewards for years of service to our club. In particular it was his ability 
create connections to the club in a sponsorship sense and then keep players playing together to help our 
teams. This work has allowed us to maintain strong numbers in our lower XI’s which is vital for our club.  
 
Strong Financially  
 
Terry will provide the statements below but I would like to express how happy I am with the current situation 
of club finances. We have a healthy balance with the committee committed to extending this. We have been 
able to do this whist investing in our nets, junior playing facilities and extra equipment to help our on and off-
field endeavours. In today’s world, to be financially stable and pushing to grow is a massive effort to all 
involved.  
 
Thank you skippers 
 
Thank you to our Coach Kyle Adams and his team of Rex Bennett, Geoff Kiker, Liam Jilla, Paul Grant and Duncan 
Hefter and Phil Conlan for the way they have led their teams. So much time is given to lead our teams and 
develop our players so thank you very much for your work that you put in. Thanks also to Neil King for his work 
in leading the Over 60s team.  
 
Mancadams 
 
It would be remiss of me not mention the biggest talking point in Australian Cricket last season, and that is 
no exaggeration. Kyle’s dismissal of Andrew was the talk of local, national and international cricket and 
cricket has come out the better for it in my opinion.  
 



At the time our only concern was for the wellbeing of Kyle who was copping plenty and our club was put 
through social media spot light. Our sponsor Systima who looks after Melbourne Victory’s socials alerted me 
to the fact that such was the traction, it had more views than anything Melbourne Victory had posted by the 
Tuesday after the event. It was incredible. I was pleased with the way we conducted ourselves throughout 
and looked after Kyle and changing the perception on one of the games grey areas.  
 
As was said at the time, it’s simple! 
 
President’s thanks 
I take great pride in leading this club and I don’t for a minute take it for granted. I am very grateful to the 
committee for their hard work all season.  
 
Patrick O’Connell as one of the Vice-Presidents. Thank you for advice, consultation and guidance throughout 
the season. Whilst he likes to work behind the scenes, he is very much invested in making our club strong and 
successful.   
 
Alex Turner as Secretary, thank you for the extra jobs your role entails. Lachie Wade with you bar management 
this season meant we had the best stocked and most versatile bar in the competition. Thank you to all 
committee members for giving your time to help run our great club. 
 
Terry Davis, without your tireless work running the day-to-day events of this club we would not be able to 
play. You provide me with great support and guidance whenever asked and you assist me greatly to do my 
job. 
 
Glenn Scarborough and Greg Salamito for being our scorers on Saturdays, I thank you for giving up your time 
to assist our players. Terry and Don as our club umpires, thank you very much for the important part you play 
on Saturday’s. 
 
Duncan Hefter as club historian, thank you very much for the tireless and consistent work in keeping our 
historical statistics up to date.  
 
Tom Isaacs, Jason Bourke, Anthony Jordan, Geoff Kiker, Chris Spinella, Luke Davis, Dan O’Connell and Duncan 
Hefter, thank you for your counsel on all things cricket throughout the season. To know I can pick up the phone 
and discuss matters as they arise is a great help. The club is grateful to have such passionate people who want 
to see it succeed. 
 
Finally, to my wife Emma, daughter Zara and sons Archer and Henry. Thank you for all your support during the 
season. Without it, I could not perform this role. 
 
Looking ahead there is a great sense of anticipation from the playing group. Years of internal development in 
the VSDCA has lead us to believe that we are now not only a good club, but a benchmark for the competition 
and I look forward to the challenge that brings.  
 
Looking forward to a strong 2023/24 season, 
 
 
 
 
Brendan Davey 
President 
  



COACHES and 1st XI REPORT 
 

With a move to the North/South division a big challenge lay ahead, Covid was behind us and a big pre-
season was booked in. Unfortunately, the weather had other plans forcing all our practice matches to be 
washed out and the first few weeks of the season delayed, to all the players credit everyone stayed positive 
and numbers to training were great.  
 
We suffered a major setback on the eve of the season losing Aaron Smillie to a serious work injury for the 
majority of the season. Over the first few weeks of the season some changes of the batting order paid off 
with Dan O’Connell being brilliant at the top of the order capped off with a 100 against Coburg. Nishal Perera 
had settled in nicely to the group and was a great addition to the side with bat and ball, while UK import Alex 
Maynard showed his explosive talent with the bat. After 6 games we were sitting with 2 wins and 3 losses 
and a washout needing to string together some more consistent performances to make finals, with a change 
of tactics and more consistent performances we went on a 11-game winning streak.  
 
During that time Conor McGuire had some great performances with bat and ball, Aaron Smillie was building 
back to full fitness, Rory Collins and Nishal Perera both scored their first 100s. While with the ball Luke Davis 
picked up a brilliant 5fa in a memorable win against Strathmore that clinched a top 3 finish for the club.  
 
As a batting unit we were able to absorb pressure and then launch counter attacks to give the bowlers 
decent totals to bowl to. The bowling unit worked as 1 restricting sides with our consistency Nish had a 
brilliant year with 39 wickets but Shields and Davis were brilliant coming on after the openers in keeping the 
pressure on the opposition.  
 
To finish the season 3rd and secure a home final was a brilliant result for the club and the performance at 
home that went with it was just as pleasing. A totally dominant win with Conor McGuire making a brilliant 96 
and some late order hitting from 2nd gamer Dang got us a total that would prove way to many for Brighton 
to chase down. A fiery opening spell from Aaron Smillie snagging 3 early wickets put us I the box seat and 
despite some late order hitting we were never really troubled.  
 
The following week at Caufield Nish bowled brilliantly in trying conditions to restrict them to 180 
unfortunately we weren’t able to string enough partnerships together with the bat and fell 30 runs short. 
While Caufield had the better of the conditions I feel we should have won this game, a disappointing way to 
finish the season but 1 that produced lots of positives.  
 
Conor McGuires development and also the fact we were able to debut so many young players (Kanchan, Bal, 
Noonan, Dang and Winchester) this year and have good performances from them was very pleasing to see, 
showing that we have great depth and encouraging signs for the future.  
 
On the whole a successful season despite falling just short with the group looking forward to having the 
opportunity to go better in 2023/24 Thanks to all for their efforts this year. 
 
Kyle Adams 
Club Coach 

  



JUNIOR CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 

 

It was a most successful season for the Junior section of the Club, with some fantastic performances by some 
individual players and a great camaraderie displayed by all teams across the season.  The focus at St 
Bernard’s is on developing players and giving them all a good opportunity to bat and bowl each match day, 
which enhances the player’s enjoyment of the game as they learn the skills. 
 
In my first season as Junior Co-Ordinator the season was not without its challenges.  Firstly, the weather did 
not cooperate, with the first 3 weeks of the season completely lost to washouts, very unusual for hard 
wicket cricket.  This was exacerbated by the Maribyrnong River flooding which severely damaged ovals in the 
floodplain, including our secondary home ground, Fairbairn Park.  Our oval there was out of action until the 
Christmas break, which caused all sorts of issues with fixturing and meant that our teams that were meant to 
play home games there had to play mainly away games. 
 
One saving grace given the loss of Fairbairn Park was the club’s earlier purchase of a portable roll out wicket 
which meant that our Under 12 grades could play at St Bernard’s using this wicket on the Oval 2 outfield.  
While the space on Oval 2 is a little too small in dimensions, at least we were able to get matches played and 
at our home ground.  This portable roll out wicket is an asset to the club and will give us flexibility in fixturing 
especially as ground availability is at a premium.  It is suitable for Under 12 cricket and I believe a more 
appropriate location for matches to be played is at the Buckley Street or south end of Oval 1 where there is 
more room. 
 
It was pleasing to get an Under 14 Girls team off the ground and while we didn’t have full numbers, we were 
able to combine with Craigieburn to field a full team as a merged entity.  We were unable to get an Under 12 
Girls team up although we were close, hopefully we will be able to continue the growth in this area and get 
full teams up next season. 
 
Onto the cricket and the club fielded the following junior teams for the season: 

• Under 16 – 1 x Saturday (in Div 2) and 1 x Friday (in Div 2). 

• Under 14 – 2 x Friday (in Div 2 and Div 5). 

• Under 14 Girls – 1 x Monday 

• Under 12 – 2 x Friday (in Div 1 West and Div 5 West) 

• Under 10 – 2 x Friday (no grading) 
 
Once the cricket got going it was pleasing to see the strong performances across the board from all teams, 
with a number of our teams featuring in the finals.  Unfortunately, we were unable to get any teams into a 
Grand Final with most teams bowing out at the Semi Final stage and so there were no premierships won, but 
with our focus on development and enjoying our cricket there was plenty to take out of it. 
 
I would like to thank the coaches of the various teams, who gave up their valuable time to impart their 
cricket knowledge onto the players both on match days and at training through the week.  We were in a very 
fortunate position to have enough parents volunteer to coach teams this season and this took the pressure 
off myself and the club to find others to coach. 
 
I would also like to thank those other parents who took on team manager roles, assisted with training and 
helped on match days with scoring, all appreciated. 
 
Summary of Results for Teams & Finals Results (where applicable) 

• Under 16 Saturday Div 2 – Coach:  Mitch Roggenkamp 
Finished 3rd, lost Semi Final 

• Under 16 Friday Div 2 – Coach:  James Cheshire 
Finished 6th 

• Under 14 Friday Div 2 – Coach:  Anthony Jordan 



Finished 2nd, lost Semi Final 

• Under 14 Friday Div 5 – Coach:  James Gorman 
Finished 3rd, lost Semi Final 

• Under 14 Girls Monday – Coach:  Nathan Harding 
Finished 7th 

• Under 12 Friday Div 1 West – Coach:  Jake Trevaskis 
Finished 5th, lost Quarter Final 

• Under 12 Friday Div 5 West – Coach:  David Gnanadurai 
Finished 5th, won Quarter Final, lost Semi Final 

• Under 10 Friday Black – Coach:  James Gorman 
No formal results or ladders 

• Under 10 Friday Blue – Coaches:  Jack Vernon & Nick Smith 
No formal results or ladders 

 
One huge positive out of the season was that for the first time in many years we had a number of players 
who won competition awards in their grades from the NWMCA.  These winners were: 

• Bailey Murphy – Under 16 Friday Div 2 Batting Award 

• Charlie Tudor – Under 14 Friday Div 2 Batting Award 

• Sam Juricskay – Under 14 Friday Div 2 Wicketkeeping Award 

• Jack Gorman – Under 14 Friday Div 5 Bowling Award 

• Zachary Berger – Under 12 Friday Div 5 Bowling Award 
 
Sincere thanks to the fellow members of the Junior Sub-Committee, Meagan Bourke and Emma Antonius.  
Their work behind the scenes to make things happen and get the junior operations functioning in a number 
of areas, such as sorting out the uniforms, administering club communications and organising the Junior 
Presentation Night was greatly appreciated.   
 
Thanks also to Brendan Davey and the Committee of the Club for their assistance to ensure the interests of 
the juniors was always looked after.  Here’s hoping the Juniors will continue to grow into next season. 
 
 
Anthony Jordan 
Junior Co-Ordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

  



2ND XI CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

The second XI backed up with another terrific season in 22/23. While we didn’t taste the ultimate success, it 
was a very rewarding season. We finished on top after the home and away competition, and that was a 
super effort. Unfortunately, the semi-final again was our hurdle - not playing the cricket we know we can. 
 
Some individual highlights from the year included: 
 

• Jordan Mills, 115 V Plenty Valley - Loves beating up on the boys from Yarrambat. 

• Chris Davis, 6/45 V Brunswick. It was the second spell that was the standout with 5/27 in 10 overs to 
put Brunswick on the ropes after tea. 

• Tom Winchester, 4 innings of more than 50 plus runs which included a match winning 54* against 
Brunswick. 

• Gus Noonan, 5/18 against Coburg. Considering we only made a total of 88 it was a brilliant spell to 
give us a chance. 

• Richie Turner, 5/33 V Moorabbin - a standout performance on the day. 

• James Lowrie, 5/42 V Kew Qualifying Final. This was fantastic from the old boy to show age is no 
barrier, too much smarts for Kew on this occasion. 

 
While the team had many highlights throughout the year, one game stood out for me. 
 
Semi-Final win V Kew was another great team performance and would be up there with the great wins 
against a powerful outfit. After electing to bat first it didn’t go our way. 5/43 wasn’t a great start. We then 
had some great partnerships and contributions down the order to post 9 for 223. 

 
We knew we needed to take early wickets, but I did not expect to see the spell of the year from Gus Noonan 
with an amazing 3 for 0 off his first 7 balls. This was an unbelievable start for us, but we knew Kew still had a 
lot to come with the bat. 

 
The contribution of everyone with ball in hand, and in the field was sensational. James Lowrie did the job 
through the middle innings with 5/42 off 19 overs. Blake Manassa was again at his best behind the stumps 
with 3 crucial dismissals. It was getting a little tight but give the ball to ever-reliable Chris Davis to take the 
last 2 wickets and knock them over for 190.  What a special win!! 
 
This year we saw 3 debutants Jas Bal, Krish Kanchan and Nguyen Dang go from playing in the 2ndXI to 
making their 1st XI debut. This is what it is all about from a 2nd XI skipper’s point of view - seeing players go 
on and play at a higher level. Well done boys! 
 
Congratulations to Kyle for the efforts and structure you have put in over the last 2 years. Finishing top 3 in 
the Club Championship and 3 teams again playing finals is a great reward for all your effort.  
 
Thank you to the selection committee, Rex, Kyle, Liam, Brendan, and Paul for all your support in 22/23.  
 
Thank you to our team manager and scorer Greg Salamito for all his work before and after games. I 
personally would like to express my thanks, as your efforts make my role so much easier on game day. 
 
Finally, thank you to Brendan and the SBOCCC committee for allowing me to captain the 2ndXI. It has truly 
been a rewarding 4 years with the Club. To all the players who have come through during that time, you 
have made it even more enjoyable. As I have said before the Club is in a fantastic position as it keeps 
growing and getting stronger each year to become one of the power houses on and off the field and a very 
enjoyable place to play cricket.  
 
Geoff Kiker 
2nd XI Captain  



 

3RD XI CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

I would like to firstly say thank you to the committee for their support in my first year as captain of the 
thirds. It is a massive honour to be able to captain any side at this fantastic club and is something I will 
certainly look back on with found and proud memories. To my two vice captains in Lachie Wade and James 
Browne I would like to say thank you for your support not only match days but throughout the week, you 
were both terrific sounding boards and certainly made my job a lot easier. As well as saying thanks to former 
thirds captain in Travis Carrick who not only offered up advice along the way but also allowed me to be my 
own type of captain. Special mentions and thanks also go to Coach Kyle, Chairman of selectors Rex and 
fellow captains Geoff, Brendan and Paul for their support across the 22/23 season. 
 
Winning the premiership, the season before we always knew that going up a division was going to be an 
extremely difficult and tough ask but I think throughout the season we equipped ourselves really well as a 
team. There were certainly positives to take out of our first season in division 1 such as the fact that we were 
able to knock off heavyweight teams in Werribee and Kew on their home turf which showed that rightfully 
deserved our spot. A pretty special outright victory against Coburg at home too is something that I know I 
will look back fondly on as not only being captain, but also understanding that outright victories do not come 
about easily and is something that should be really cherished. Our bowling throughout the season was 
without a doubt our strength as we would always find a way to peg teams back and make sure we were 
never out there chasing too big a total with the most being conceded being 194 (we did bat first and scored 
193). It is also important to note that we took the most wickets for the season with 122.  
Some individual performances from the year include: 

- Ollie McClaren’s 5/19 off 17 overs against Plenty Valley. It was fantastic to see Ollie’s confidence 

grow as the season went on and he was without our doubt our best bowler after Christmas. His 

batting performance against Coburg in which he scored 45 off 22 balls and 40 off 31 balls shows that 

the sky is the limit with Ollie (Also some of the cleanest hitting I have ever seen).  

- Naitik Doegar’s hattrick against Coburg completely swung the game in our way and was something 

incredibly special to see the whole team get around and support him. Naitik finished with figures of 

3/1 off 3 overs. Naitik also in his other game against Coburg took 4/39 off 9 overs and his control for 

such a young kid is phenomenal to watch.  

- Jamie Bialecki’s 4/11 against Coburg set the tone for our performance in making the outright 

achievable. Jamie was the pick of the bowlers throughout the whole year and lead the attack 

brilliantly. It was fantastic having a bowler like Jamie in your side as you always knew what you were 

going to get.  

- Richie Turner taking 4/13 off 9 overs against Werribee, 4/29 off 6.4 overs against Plenty Valley and 

4/16 off 9 overs against Preston. I was very fortunate and lucky to have Richie in my team for the 

amount of time I did, he is a spinner with terrific control and understanding of what fields he needs 

and wants. He was also terrific in helping Naitik in offering up terrific advice.  

 
 
When it came to the bat we did have the third most scored runs for the year with 2065, but I would like to 
think that could certainly have been more if we had improved our partnerships and consolidated a bit better 
rather than losing wickets in clumps. On only 6 occasions did we have partnerships of over 60 runs and on 7 
occasions did a player make a score of 50 or more. Moving forward to next season those are the two areas 
when it comes to batting that I believe if we can fix up there will be no reason as to why we won’t be playing 
finals.  
Some individual performances from the year include: 

- Nguyen Dang’s 123 against Kew, his first for the club and first in his career which completely set us 

up in that game. This knock also set up Dangy’s back end of the year which also culminated in his 

debut in the firsts.  



- Lachie Wde 65 against Brunswick. Lachie was one of most consistent performers throughout the 

season with him always getting starts and it culminated in him winning the batting average for the 

season.  

- Matt Noonan 63 against Yarraville. Matt is one of the classiest batsman we have within the club and 

his class shone through this knock.  

- Ben Floto 65* against Yarraville. Match winning knock by Ben in his second thirds game and I found 

we were a much better batting side with him in the lineup.  

- Conor Cheshire 58 against Coburg. Conor worked his way into the thirds towards the back half of the 

season and it was terrific to see him make a 50 in such a short time. I look forward to seeing his 

development progress in the coming years. 

- James Salamitio 51 against Werribee. James had some starts throughout the season so it was 

pleasing to see him go on and score a 50 out of his starts. Once his confidence is up he is a very 

effective and damaging batsman.  

Overall, we had 31 players come through the thirds this season with 10 debutants that included Naitik 
Doegar, Simar Jassi, Bailey Murphy, Richie Turner, Kartik Sharma, Mitch Gleeson, Ben Floto, Dean Slattery, 
Conor Cheshire and Darren Murphy which was very promising for the future of this club. I would like to 
thank all these players for their efforts over the course of the season and I hope you enjoyed yourselves 
whilst in the team.  
With the pending arrival of my twin boys I will not be returning next season as captain or in a playing 
capacity. I wish everyone at the club all the best for the upcoming season and know that success again for 
this club is just around the corner.  
 
Liam Jilla 
3rd XI Captain 
 

 

 

  



4TH XI CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

 

It was a privilege to be able to captain the 4th XI this year. After a wonderful season the year before led by 
Richard Zammit I had big shoes to fill.  

 

We knew that coming up from Division 2 to Division 1 was going to be difficult but we were all excited by the 
challenge that would bring. Three losses in a row (to the eventual top 3 sides) was a rude awakening but we 
weren’t playing poorly, just up against strong sides. To then get on a run of 5 wins a row in the lead into the 
Christmas break was sensational and on two occasions we knocked off the side sitting top of the ladder.  

 

The role of the 4ths skipper to support those coming through and that is something I enjoy as a leader of the 
club. Each week is a different side and that provides great opportunity to those who are playing.  

 

We had 29 players represent the 4ths which is a strong showing of the stability of our club and the 
commitment our players have. In years gone by this has almost been doubled. This bought about many great 
performances: 

 

Batting: 

Half centuries to Matthew Noonan (x2), Matthew Bergin (x2), Mitch Gleeson and Iian Ahmed brought great 
enjoyment to the group. Adam Hefter led us as our top scorer and the mainstay in the top order throughout 
the season.  

 

Bowling: 

Ethan Sharkey’s blistering 5fa against Werribee who were top of the table was a joy to watch. His 
exuberance to knock over the top over went a long way to securing the win for us. I made the most of being 
skipper and was able to pick up some wickets along with Iian and Ethan who all took 10 plus wickets for the 
season. 

 

I enjoyed watched Will Freebairn develop before our eyes as an opening bowling. He became a steady 
member of the attack who worked very hard on his game. Bailey Murphy was easily the best wicketkeeper in 
the division in my opinion. Would keep up to the stumps for the majority of the innings and worked very 
hard with the wicketkeeping group during the week. He will rise up the ranks very quickly.  

 

Massive thanks to Matthew Bergin and Adam Hefter who were my support staff throughout the year. 
Whether it be a bold declaration or an interesting fielding placement, they were there to support me! Also, 
thanks to Don and Terry for being our club umpires for the season.  

 

As I have said earlier, thanks to the selection committee for your time and guidance throughout the year.  

 

Brendan Davey 

4th XI Captain 

 

 

  



5th XI CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

 

For season 22/23 the 5th eleven’s goals were to continue to blood juniors into the senior teams and set a 
sustainable program of developing the juniors who are keen on making the transition to senior cricket. We 
set a plan early to establish permanent roles for the regular junior kids like Will Freebairn, John Cheshire, 
Coby Jarvis, Damon Sykes and Simar Jassi. Will and John were permanent takers of the new ball, Coby and 
Damon were assigned the gloves and Simar our number one spinner. We felt that permanent roles meant 
that they could go away and think about their game and develop plans for success.  This philosophy saw 
some excellent returns and great growth in their games. The Growth in Will’s game saw him return excellent 
numbers for season 22/23 with 40 overs taking 8 wickets for 135 runs in 7 games with an average of just 
under 17 and when you compare his numbers from the previous season, he has almost doubled his 
workload for more wickets and less runs a fantastic peek into his development. The match smarts of Damon, 
Coby and Simar for guys who are still so young is really encouraging for the future. We hope that the Snow 
dogs can continue to play a role in their development.  
 
Conor Cheshire another younger member of the side also made great strides this year, his approach to his 
game as an opener come a long way and proved a lot to himself that he can play significant roles in the sides 
that he plays in. He gave the 5ths a season highlight when he brought up his first senior hundred against 
Coburg, he proved a lot to himself in this innings which set him off for a bumper post-Christmas run fest.  
Our strengths this year were our top order batting with myself and Conor opening the batting and more 
often than not hitting 50 runs or more to set the foundation. Our energy in the field also allowed us to 
continually apply pressure and get the game on our terms. Will and Johnny always looking threatening early 
with the ball and more often than not getting early breakthroughs.  
 
In terms of challenges, there were a few big moment opportunities that required match awareness to 
maintain momentum which we couldn’t quite maintain, but that provides us with learning points throughout 
the season.  
As a team we finished just outside the top 4 but were in no way punching above our weight. We recorded 
some strong wins against sides above us that included a win against Roxburgh Park, Sydenham Hillside and 
Coburg which all came away from home. Vishal Jassi, Nathan Harding and some guest appearances by Tom 
Winchester, Pat O’Connell mixed well with the junior development. We hope that moving into the next 
season that we have the opportunity for higher grade players to come down and work with the younger 
players to really illustrate what we can become.  
 
The 5th eleven is an ever-evolving side and it will be our season 23/24’s goal to make an appearance in finals 
but more importantly it will continue its role of being a pathway for future snow dog stars.   
 
Highlights:  
Batting 
108* - Conor Cheshire Vs. Coburg 
90 – Paul Grant Vs Sydenham Hillside 
73 – Conor Cheshire Vs. Sydenham Hillside 
66 – Paul Grant Vs Roxburgh Park  
Season 22/23 Numbers 
Conor Cheshire – 278 @ 34 
Paul Grant – 271 @ 30 
Coby Jarvis - 93 @ 18 
 
  



Bowling 
Paul Grant - 5/18 Vs Sydenham Hillside 
Vishal Jassi – 4/11 Vs. Jacana 
Vishal Jassi - 4/18 Vs. Roxburgh Park 
Season 22/23 Numbers: 
Vishal Jassi – 18 Wickets @ 8 
Paul Grant – 9 Wickets @ 17 
Will Freebairn – 8 Wickets @ 16 
 
Paul Grant 
5th XI Captain 
  

  



Over 50s XI CAPTAINS REPORT 

Season 2 saw further development of the clubs over 50s side.  
 
Due to the age and lack of consistent availability of players, it was often a struggle to field a team. A lot of 
hard work goes into getting the team on the field and making it a success. We often had a ring around on 
Fridays or Saturdays to get the side on the ground every fortnight. Special thanks to Co-Captain Phil Conlan, 
Brendan Davey and Richard Zammit for their enthusiasm and perseverance to have the team ready to go. I 
am sure all involved appreciated your efforts, and on their behalf, I thank you all. 
 
The season once again saw the return to St Bernard’s of many legendary past players, including, Greg Sebire, 
Jack O’Connell, Kornel Dachs, Mick Deasy, Mick O’Connell, Phil Conlan, John Jordan, Tim Seccull, Richard 
Zammit, Paul Hogan and Duncan Hefter, returning over 50s players, James Gorman, Mat Gorman, Tim Gray 
and the arrival of some new players in Daniel Marsic, Matt Riley, Omar Dachs and Chris Xuereb. 
It was fantastic to see new players and everyone in the team attempting to turn back time, but as you all 
know, time does not wait for anybody and even if it did, there is nobody in this team that could catch it 
anyway.  
  
The season saw Phil Conlan again appointed Captain, but once again he was missing for a large chunk of the 
of the season with injury. I assumed the Captaincy for the Season and disappointingly the captains curse 
struck me. In the last game before the Christmas break, my ambition got ahead of my ability, the poor 
attempt at a dive on the boundary saw an ambulance arrive at the home of cricket. A trip to hospital 
resulted in surgery on a broken collarbone and the end of my season. I would like to acknowledge those 
players from our team and the opposition who helped me with the injury while I was helped off the field. 
Special mention to Daniel O’Connell and the other senior players in attendance for your help with your 
concern and the calling and arrival of the ambulance. With myself now out for the season, we fortunately 
had the return of Phil to assume the captaincy, the team continued to maintain its passion and enthusiasm 
throughout the remainder of the season and it was great to see a lot of banter on and off the field. 
 
The seasons playing results were not too great. As with most of the cricket competitions the first two rounds 
were washed out (we play every fortnight). In the end the team played 5 games in the D Grade Legends. Our 
classic cricket styles and batting techniques were once again put to the test by the other sides who had far 
more attacking styles. Unfortunately, the team were only able to obtain one win for the season, but were 
very close in a few other games. Strangely in an 8 team competition we only finished 1 games behind the 4th 
place side. 
 
All in all, the team bonded together well, and re-established old friendships and formed some great new 
ones. The team always played with great spirit, and I look forward to seeing the side develop and gain a few 
younger over 50s players in the coming years to help support some of the veterans of the team who are 
eligible to play over 60s cricket. 
 
Kind Regards  
Duncan Hefter 
Over 50s Co-Captain 
 

 

 

 

 

 



JG CRAIG REPORT 

The JG Craig side had a difficult campaign as part of a very strong group in 2023, but made huge strides 

forwards throughout the competition. Our seam attack was always threatening, with Issam Sami and Flynn 

Stehmann-Doyle picking up regular wickets with the new ball. Our fielding also had moments of glory, in 

particular Simar Jassi who found a knack of getting important run outs at key moments.  

With the bat we never really clicked as a unit, but Ethan Sharkey made several encouraging starts to bolster 

our scores in the second half of the tournament. The boys put in a great amount of effort and made 

cricketing memories, capped off with a hattrick in the final game for Callum Anderson!  

This campaign wouldn’t have been possible without the organisation of trials, training and matches by St 

Bernard’s OCCC and the president Brendan Davey, as well as the parents of the players, who helped with 

transport, scoring, and set up on match days.  

Thank you, and thank you to anyone else who got involved and supported the boys. And most importantly, 

good luck to the 2024 squad! Go Dogs  

Alex Maynard 

JG Craig Coach 

 

 

  



2022/23 AWARD WINNERS 

1st XI Batting Award- Conor McGuire 
1st XI Bowling Award- Nishal Perera 
Beau Redmond Medalist- Nishal Perera 
  
2nd XI Batting Award- Tom Winchester 
2nd XI Bowling Award- James Lowrie 
2nd XI Team Award- Tom Winchester 
  
3rd XI Batting Award- Lachie Wade 
3rd XI Bowling Award- Oliver MacLaren 
3rd XI Team Award- Jamie Bialecki 
  
4th XI Batting Award- Adam Hefter 
4th XI Bowling Award- Iian Ahmed 
4th XI Team Award- Matthew Bergin 
  
5th XI Batting Award- Conor Cheshire 
5th XI Bowling Award- Vishal Jassi 
5th XI Team Award- Conor Cheshire 
 
Over 50s Batting Award- Matthew Gorman 
Over 50s Bowling Award- Michael Deasy 
Over 50s Team Award- Michael Deasy 
 
Terry Davis Junior Club Champion- Bailey Murphy 
JP Mitchell Most Promising- Krish Kanchan 
PJ Mitchell Best Clubman- Daniel O’Connell 
David Hogan Encouragement Award- Will Freebairn 

 
Games milestones 2022/23 

250 

Travis Carrick 

50 

Conor Cheshire 

Matthew Noonan 

Geoff Kiker 

  



2022/23 Club Statistics 

1st XI Batting 

 

1st XI Bowling 

   

  



2nd XI Batting 
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3rd XI Batting 

 

3rd XI Bowling 

 

  



4th XI Batting 
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5th XI Batting 
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Over 50s Batting 
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Over 60s Batting 
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JG Craig Batting 
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Juniors Batting 

(Due to various grades, it is in alphabetical order) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Juniors Bowling 

 

 



  

 

  



Match Milestones 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


